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Fall 2003 CHINESE HISTORY 252 CONQUEST DYNASTIES: THE QING EMPIRE
Wednesdays, 2-5 pm

Prof. Mark Elliott

Seminar Room, 9 Kirkland Place

Overview

The aim of this course is to provide in-depth study of the so-called “dynasties of conquest” (Liao, Jin, Yuan,
Qing) that have ruled in China for much of the last millennium. In any given year, the focus of the seminar
will be on only one dynasty, to allow for detailed and careful exploration of a range of issues pertinent to
that regime. But by paying attention to larger issues confronted by all of these regimes (e.g., ethnicity,
institution-building, intellectual accommodation, political compromise, gender, colonialism, representation),
we will also be drawn to make comparisons with other regimes of conquest. Another goal of the course is to
see how the study of “empire” in China can be integrated with the study of other imperial histories elsewhere
in the world. For Fall 2003, the seminar will focus on the Qing, 1636-1912.

Prerequisites
The course is intended for graduate students, primarily in EALC, HEAL, History, and IAAS. It is expected
that students should have prior coursework in Chinese history; some background knowledge of Inner Asian
history is also recommended. Readings will be primarily in English, with supplemental readings in Chinese
and Japanese.

Course structure and requirements

Meetings. Class meetings are three hours in length, to be held once a week. Participation in discussion is
vital to the success of the seminar, and doing the reading is vital to participation in discussion. You should
prepare for class with these two simple things in mind. Each student will be given the opportunity to seed
and lead discussion by preparing a list of questions/issues related to that week’s readings. We will decide
assignments at the first meeting. Questions for discussion should be distributed in advance by e-mail,
preferably no later than midnight Tuesday. There is no meeting the Wednesday before
Thanksgiving. Instead, there will be a special, informal meeting after the last class (time to be arranged) at
which students will present preliminary versions of their comparative projects (see below).

Written assignments. Because this is primarily a reading seminar, not a research seminar, no research
paper based on the use of primary sources is required. Rather, each of you is asked every other week to
submit an abstract of any item included in that week’s reading. Abstracts must not be longer than 2 pages,
double-spaced. In addition, you are asked to turn in a longer final paper comparing some aspect or
phenomenon of Qing imperial history to the same or similar aspect or phenomenon in another imperial
history outside China (for example, the problem of declining martiality in the Qing and in the Tokugawa,
Qing policy toward non-Han minorities and US policy toward Native Americans, or frontier expansion in the
Qing and Romanov empires). This paper should be limited to 25-30 pages and will be due Monday 26
January 2004. A preliminary presentation of the paper, explaining the question to be examined, shall be
scheduled during a special additional meeting at the very end of the semester, the date of which will be set
later.

Evaluation. Grades will be determined as follows: abstracts, 25%; weekly participation, 25%; final paper,
50%.

Readings

The following books have been ordered and are available for purchase at the Harvard Coop.

James A. Millward, Beyond the Pass: Economy, Ethnicity, and Empire in Qing Xinjiang, 1759-1864
(Stanford University Press, 1998)

Mark C. Elliott, The Manchu Way: The Eight Banners and Ethnic Identity in Late Imperial China(Stanford
University Press, 2001)

Pamela Crossley, A Translucent Mirror: History and Identity in Qing Imperial Ideology(University of
California Press, 1999)

Evelyn Rawski, The Last Emperors: A Social History of Qing Institutions (University of California Press,
1998)

Patricia Berger, Empire of Emptiness: Buddhist Art and Political Authority in Qing China(University of
Hawaii Press, 2003)

Gilles Deleuze and Felix Guattari, Nomadology: The War Machine(New York: Semiotexte,1986)

Other assigned reading will be available through the Harvard-Yenching Library, in both electronic and
regular reserve formats. Use of e-reserves is restricted to students officially enrolled in the course. Access
may bemade via the course web page (http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/~chst252)or via the library’s own
site (http://ereserves.harvard.edu/fall.html.).
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Schedule

Week 1 17 September Introduction

Review: Joseph F. Fletcher, “Ch’ing Inner Asia, c. 1800,” and “The Heyday of the Ch’ing Order in
Mongolia,Sinkiang, and Tibet,” both in John K. Fairbank, ed., The Cambridge History of China, vol. 10, part
1(Cambridge, 1978), 35-106 and 351-408.

Gertraude Roth-Li, “State Building Before 1644,” in Willard J. Peterson, ed., The Cambridge History of
China, vol.9, part 1 (Cambridge, 2002), 9-72.

Week 2 24 September Alien Rule and Accommodation

Denis F. Twitchett and Herbert Franke, “Introduction,” in Twitchett and Franke, eds., The Cambridge
History of China, vol. 6 (Cambridge, 1996), 1-42.

Karl Wittfogel and Feng Chia-sheng, to History of Chinese Society: Liao (Philadelphia: American
Philosophical Society, 1949), 1-35 (“Introduction”).

Gilles Deleuze and Felix Guattari, Nomadology (also found in A Thousand Plateaus)
Mark Elliott, The Manchu Way, 1-35 (“Introduction”).

Herbert Franke, “The Role of the State as a Structural Element in Polyethnic Societies,’
ed., Foundations and Limits of State Power in China (Hong Kong: CUHK, 1987),87-112.

s

in Stuart Schram,

Week 3 1 October Notionsof Empire

Ronald Suny and Terry Martin, “The Empire Strikes Out: Imperial Russia, “National” Identity, and Theories
of Empire,” in Ronald Suny and Terry Martin, eds., A State of Nations: Empire and Nation-Making in the
Age of Lenin and Stalin (New York: Oxford University Press)

Anthony Pagden, Lords of All the World: Ideologies of Empire in Spain, Britain, and France (New Haven:
Yale University Press, 1995) (selections)

Herbert Franke, “From Tribal Chieftain to Universal Emperor and God: The Legitimation of the Yuan
Dynasty,” in Franke, China under Mongol Rule (Variorium, 1994), 7-84.

Fatma Gocek, “The Social Construction of an Empire: The Ottoman State under Suleiman the Magnificent,”
in Halil Inalcik and Cemal Kafadar, eds., Suleiman II and His Time,” 93-108.

Week 4 8 October Alien Rule and Institution-Building

Toa kenkyujo, ed., Iminzoku no Shina tochi shi, “Shin no Shina tochi,”285-301.

Mark Elliott, The Manchu Way, chapters 1-3.

Chang Te-ch’ang, “The Economic Role of the Imperial Household in the Ch’ing Dynasty,” JAS 31.2
(February 1972), 243-273.

Qi Meiqin, Qingdai neiwufu (Beijing: Zhongguo Renmin daxue cbs, 1998)

(selections).

Evelyn Rawski, The Last Emperors, pp. (chapters 1-3, 5)

Ishibashi Takao, “Shincho kokkaron,” To Ajia Tonan Ajia dento shakai no keisei (Tokyo: Iwanami shoten,
1998),173-192.

Week 5 15 October History and Identity

Pamela Kyle Crossley, “Manzhou yuanliu kao and the Formalization of the Manchu Heritage,” Journal of
Asian Studies 46.4 (November 1987), 761-790.

Pamela Crossley, A Translucent Mirror Qing Shizong (Yongzheng emperor), Dayi juemi lu (selections)

Week 6 22 October Ethnicity and Acculturation

Edward J. Rhoads, “Conclusion,” in Manchus and Han: Ethnic Relations and Political Power in Late Qing
and Early Republican China (Washington, 2000), 285-295.

Mark C. Elliott, The Manchu Way, chapters 4-8.

Jack David Eller, “Ethnicity, Culture, and ‘the Past’,” in Eller, From Culture to Ethnicity to Conflict
(Michigan,1999), 7-48.

Pamela Crossley, “Manchu Education,” in Benjamin Elman and Alexander Woodside, eds., Education and
Society in Late Imperial China (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1994),340-378.

i

Week 7 29 October Conquest and the Frontier

Peter C. Perdue, “Military Mobilization in 17th and 18th-century China, Russia, and Mongolia,” Modern
Asian Studies 30.4 (October 1996), 757-793.

Peter C. Perdue, “Boundaries, Maps, and Movement: Chinese, Russian, and Mongolian Empires in Early
Modern Central Eurasia,” The International History Review 20.2 (June 1998),263-286.

James A. Millward, “Coming Onto the Map: "Western Regions" Geography and Cartographic Nomenclature
in the Making of Chinese Empire in Xinjiang,” Late Imperial China 20.2 (December1999), 61-98.

Michael Khodarkovsky, “From Frontier to Empire: The Concept of the Frontier in Russia,
Sixteenth-Eighteenth Centuries,” Russian History 19.1-4 )1992), 115-128.
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Ma Dazheng and Liu Di, Ershi shiji de Zhongguo bianjiang yanjiu (Harbin:Heilongjiang jiaoyu cbs, 1998),
1-65(introduction).

Week 8 5 November Colonialism

James A. Millward, Beyond the Pass Nicola Di Cosmo, “Qing Colonial Administration in Inner Asia,”
International History Review 20.2 (June 1998),287-309.

Kataoka Kazutada, Shincho Shinkyo tochi kenkyu (Tokyo: Hiroyamakaku, 1991)(selections)

Laura Hostetler, Qing Colonial Enterprise: Ethnography and Cartography in Early Modern China (Chicago,
2002),101-125 (chapter 4, “Bringing Guizhou into the Empire”).

Week 9 12 November Gender

Dorothy Ko, “The Body As Attire: The Shifting Meanings of Footbinding in Seventeenth-Century China,”
Journal of Women’s History 8.4 (Winter 1997), 8-27.

Evelyn Rawski, The Last Emperors, Chapter 4.

Mark Elliott, “Manchu Widows and Ethnicity in Qing China,” Comparative Studies in Society and History
41.1(January 1999), 33-71.

Wu Hung, “Emperor’s Choice,” chapter 4 of The Double Screen: Medium and Representation in Chinese
Painting(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1996), 200-236.

Ann Stoler, “Sexual Affronts and Racial Frontiers,” in Frederick Cooper and Ann Stoler, eds., Tensions of
Empire:

Colonial Cultures in a Bourgeois World (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1997).

Wai-yee Li, “Heroic Transformations: Women and National Trauma in Early Qing Literature,” HJAS
59.2(December 1999), 363-443.

Ding Yizhuang, Manzu de funu shenghuo yu hunyin zhidu yanjiu (Beijing, 1999)

Il

Week 10 19 November Religion, Ritual, and Politics

Samuel M. Grupper, “The Manchu Imperial Cult of the Early Ch’ing Dynasty,” Ph.D. dissertation, Indiana
University (1979), 136-146.

Elliot Sperling, “Awe and Submission: A Tibetan Aristocrat at the Court of Qianlong,” The International
History Review 20.2 (June 1998), 325-335.

Evelyn Rawski, The Last Emperors, 197-294 (chapters 6, 7, and 8)

Nicola di Cosmo, “Manchu Shamanic Ceremonies at the Qing Court,” in Joseph McDermott, ed., State and
Court Ritual in China (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999), 352-398.

James Hevia, “Lamas, Emperors, and Rituals: Political Implication in Qing Imperial Ceremonies,” Journal of
the International Association of Buddhist Studies 16.2 (1993), 243-278.

“Inscriptions from the Yonghe gong,” excerpts from Ferdinand D. Lessing, Yung-ho-kung: An Iconography
of the Lamaist Cathedral in Peking with Notes on Lamaist Mythology and Cult (Stockholm, 1942), 9-13,
57-62

Week 11 26 November no class meeting

Week 12 3 December Emperorship and Representation

Patricia Berger, Empire of Emptiness

David Farquhar, “Emperor as Bodhisattva in the Governance of the Qing Empire,” Harvard Journal of
Asiatic Studies 38 (1978), 5-34.

Wu Hung, “Emperor’s Masquerade: ‘Costume Portraits’ of Yongzheng and Qianlong,
26.7(July/August 1995), 25-41.

2

Orientations

Week 13 10 December The Qing and Modern China

Ping-ti Ho, “The Significance of the Ch’ing Period in Chinese History,”Journal of Asian Studies 26.2
(February1967), 189-195.

Evelyn Rawski, “Reenvisioning the Qing: The Significance of the Qing Period in Chinese History,” Journal
of Asian Studies 55.4 (November 1996), 829-850.

Ping-ti Ho, “In Defense of Sinicization: A Rebuttal of Evelyn Rawski’s ‘Reenvisioning the Qing’,” Journal
of Asian Studies 57.1 (February 1998), 123-155.

Zhang Binglin, “Explaining ‘The Republic of China’,” trans. Par Cassel, Stockholm Journal of East Asian
Studies 8(1997), 15-40.

Karen Barkey and Mark von Hagen, eds., After Empire: Multinational Societies and Nation-Building
(Boulder:Westview Press, 1997) (selections)

Final presentations on date TBA

1 papers due 26 January 2004 (Monday)
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